Greater Love Hath No Man than This

 

He who loses his life shall find it, find It; find his real life. It has been said that “Greater love hath no man then this, that a man will lay down his life for his friends.”  Are we ready to lay down the personal sense of life for our friends?  We often voice our love for God and our love for creation but do we really have that love; that deep love?  Greater love hath no man than this that a man would lay down his life for his friends. Are we really ready to lay down our personal sense of life that Christ may live, that Christ may breath, that Christ may walk and talk where we are as us, expressing outward to the entire creation?  Do we have that kind of love?  If we do let us begin right this moment.
Close your eyes with me and let us go into this a little more deeply.  Do you remember when you were five years old, six years old, and the first time you were left at school all by yourself?  See yourself at that age.  And there you are perhaps you are feeling homesick.  Maybe you are off by yourself and haven’t joined the rest of the class.  You see that little child?  That little child was a personal sense of self and never had existence as reality.  Only Christ, only God has existence.  So this image that you entertained was never a life at all; only an image.  God cannot be born.  God is never a child. God is fully developed at all times.  And so now let this image go.  Stop claiming that when you were five years old this happened and that happened.  When you were six years old you remember this.  That’s a personal sense of self and we have said that we have enough love, that deep love and that we are willing to lay down that life.  So now let it go.
Do you remember, can you see when you were twelve years old?  Thirteen years old?  Do you remember beginning to see that there was other little, young men, and young women in your class; perhaps you attended some of the school dances?  Can you remember? See yourself.  See that picture?  That picture is a personal sense of self that you have been carrying around. Ah but we are willing to lay down our lives.  And so see it for what it really is.
You have been really entertaining a personal sense of self that never existed in reality.  It only existed as a mental concept.  And so it was not created by God and therefore it was not created.  It has no existence.  And so now lay it down.
See yourself in your early twenties.  Perhaps you finished college or were starting a new career.  Maybe you were starting to have a family.  You had gotten married; had a child or two.  Do you remember the problems in front of you?  How could you provide for your family?  How could you make this marriage work?  Who was that?  Was that God?  God always has been and always will be omnipresence; omnipresent life, all life.  God is omnipotent, all power in the entire universe and beyond the universe.  God is omniscience, all knowing.  There are no questions.  God is the answer -- lives the answer.  That individual personal sense of self living life in their twenties with all these doubts that was not a life at all, that was an imitation life - a mental image.  It never had existence as reality.  And so if you are carrying that around in your mind, having memories of that life, its time to lay that life down.  You who say you love God with all your mind and heart and soul, if you really do then lay that false image down.
Look at life as you remember it in your forties.  Perhaps your children were beginning to leave the nest.  You may have been going through, beginning to go through a change of life.  Perhaps you were considering retirement and how to provide for that.  Is that God’s life?  Is that Christ?  Who is that?
Sometimes it seems as if Christ was rather heartless because here is a man and Christ says to him, “Follow me.”  And the man says, “I can’t follow you my father died; my dad died today and I have to go bury him.”  And we who confuse human love with divine love we would expect him to say, “Well I understand” and be compassionate.  But what does he say?  He looks right at him and says, “Let the dead bury the dead, but you come and follow me.”  You come and live a new life; a different life, a life that doesn’t die, a life that never ends.
And this person, this personal sense of self that you entertained of the forties that was never a real life at all.  That was the dead and now let the dead bury the dead.
We are coming out of the graves now of a personal sense of self.  We are being resurrected out of that grave.  And so lay that life down.  Let it go.  It never had existence as reality.
And for those of you who have entered the fifties or sixties or even the seventies, what is this life that we have been entertaining?  Now there are new problems; a little arthritis has set in.  We are becoming somewhat decrepit we can’t walk as far as we use to.  Perhaps we have grandchildren that we are worried about now.  Maybe our looks aren’t what they once were.  This life is decaying isn’t it?  Is this God Life?  Did God create a life that decays? Wake up!  This is a personal sense of self.  This is the grave that we are rising out of and so lay that life aside.  It never had existence as reality. It does not have existence now as reality.
From the cradle to the grave the entire personal sense of existence has never existed.  And do we love God enough to be willing to lay down that body, that sense of self?  Do we love God enough to follow Him?  Christ is saying right now to you, “Let the dead bury the dead.  Come and follow me.” Christ is telling you; the Christ of your being is telling you, “I am the Life - enter ye in. There is another life and it’s your life, it’s your eternal life. That is the life that God has made -- never ending, never dying. That life is your inheritance and that life exists right here and right now within you.”

Your very own consciousness is that life.  Your consciousness is the eternal life of God.  And now lay down that personal sense of self and accept a new Life, a new Self; an eternal Self.  It is time to get acquainted with your very own being. And so, “Greater love hath no one then you” because you are willing to lay down your life, your false life, for your real life; which is One, one infinite life of all creation.
Do we see the lengths we must travel?  Now how do we get acquainted with our new life?  Because that is the transition we are being asked to make.  Maybe for some there’s a good deal of trepidation as they think, “Gosh if I if I lay down that life, that personal sense of life and all those memories I thought I was I will be the hole in a donut. I will be nothing.
But listen to your Christ Self calling to you.  Do you not feel it?  Your Christ self says, “It is I be not afraid, I have come to give you life and life abundantly;” -- an infinite life, an infinite life right here and actually right everywhere. This is your self.  This is your inheritance.  This is your Christmas present.  This is the birth of Christ.
You see the birth of Christ, that is your true identity, takes place in the manger of personal sense.  The manger represents your personal sense of self and right in the middle of that manger behold Christ is born.  “Unto us a son is given and his name shall be called wonderful!”  Do you know that’s who you are?  You, reading this line, you are called wonderful - the mighty God, the everlasting peace.  That is your name!

Now just how do we accept this new Self?  It starts very simply.  It starts in the morning when you first open your eyes; before your mind starts whirling in a personal sense of self.  I need to do this and I need to do that.  I need to go here and I need to go there.  I need to talk to him and I need to talk to her.  Right there you put your foot on it.  You lay down that personal sense of life consciously.  “Wait a minute fellow, wait a minute lady. I am not going to step out into a personal sense of self this morning. I am going to lay down that life. Now, I am going to be still for a moment. Christ Self, I know that you are here. Right here, omnipresent and right here.  Therefore you direct my day. You live my day. “I live, yet not I anymore, Christ, my real Christ Self lives my life.” And so Christ you live the life today.  And I am still.  And I wait upon Christ.  And after a few moments I get up.  It’s time to see what is going to unfold today.
If there are things that are requiring my attention, perhaps I have letters to write or I have a talk to make; an appointment to keep. I go there. But I don’t go there as a personal self anymore. Now I go there as the impersonal Christ.  Yes, we have a nod of approval; the Presence right here right now says yes this is right.  And so we don’t anymore go there as a personal sense of self.  We go as the Christ.
Now how do we do that?  We don’t step out that front door and start our thinking about a personal life.
We don’t look out at the other drivers, the people walking down the street, at the people in the grocery store line or the people in the office where we have our appointment and we don’t see personal people.  No we don’t coast that way any more.  We do what Paul says and we “Pray without ceasing.” As I drive down the street I am saying to myself, “Only Christ is present - Christ reveal Christ. Christ self show me your real, reveal yourself.” And as I see the people, I correct myself. When the mind starts to wonder, to judge, “Oh look at her she…” “Oh look at that old guy, he…” No, I pull it back. That is mirage. That’s that personal sense and that I am laying down.  And so I am laying it down for myself but I am also laying it down for my friends.  And so I look at them and I correct it, I reinterpret the picture. “No, no, only Christ is here. Christ is the only life. Christ is the only presence” and I may blink for a second.
Now I get to that office and I am about to open the door and I know what I am going to say and I know what they are going to say. “No, no, I correct that before I open the door I say to myself, “Only Christ is here. And so I can only meet Christ. There is only one self, my self, the Christ Self.” And then I go through the door.
All through the day many, many times I am correcting what the personal sense of self is trying to show me. And something else; you know we have been told that, “My people are a peculiar people.” And that’s true.  We become somewhat peculiar because we can no longer enter conversation where we say, “Oh yes when I was twelve I did thus and so. And I was always predisposed to this and I had natural inclinations for that.” No, we can’t enter those conversations anymore because it’s a lie. We are laying down the personal sense of self. We are laying down the father of lies. We love God enough to follow Me. And so we are laying that down. We are practicing laying that down consciously.  We don’t enter those conversations and we sometimes just have to just keep our finger on our lips and pray within while the conversation is going on around us.  And that may make us appear a little peculiar. 
However, what is it that we want? What is it that we are after? Are we laying down that life for our friends or are we more concerned with what our friends think? 
Do we want to be so concerned with what they think that we miss the opportunity to find our own eternal life?  I don’t, and I am sure you don’t’ either.  So we learn to disengage from those types of conversations.  What about gossip?  Someone comes up to us, one of our friends and says, “Oh you know what so and so did. Gosh it was awful, they…” and there’s the gossip. What do we do about that?  “Greater love hath no one than this that a man would lay down his life for his friends.” And so right there on the spot if we are wise we pray within ourselves and even while the other person is talking, silently, secretly, within ourselves, sacredly, we are saying, “No, no, there is only one Presence and that presence is Christ. There is only one life and I am the life.”  And when they finish talking you change the subject. It is as simple as that.
I have had to say to tell them that if they persist I am really not interested in gossip right now. I have had to find creative ways to end the conversation so that they don’t have their feelings hurt too. Because it is not fair to hurt their feelings, but on the other hand, you also have a right not to be expected to join in that conversation. So for a while it makes you seem kind of peculiar but people get use to it and they know what they can talk to you about. If they really are your friends, then they will make the adjustment.
Now what are we talking about?  We’re talking about coming up out of the grave of personal sense of self and into the resurrected life called Christ eternal which is your life.  We are told that “The harvest is plentiful but the labors are few.”  That “the way is straight and narrow and few there be that enter in.”  And that means what it says.  There are very few people in the history of the world who have been willing to lay down that personal life. But, “He who looses his life shall find it.” And you must be born again. These are not just poetic sayings.  These are actual living experiences that take place within you as you walk this path, as you get closer and closer to dying.
Paul said, “I die daily.”  And that’s what we are talking about. You must be willing to die daily.  And dying to this personal sense of self in ourselves, all these memories that we thought were life -- never were.
When we are practicing this and as we get free, we are free indeed, because “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”  And when you step out of a personal sense of self, when you lay down that life, then you die to this world and you awaken to a new dimension.
There are experiences when you do this where you will experience Christ and the presence of Christ surrounding you, flowing through you.  It is almost as if that Christ presence flows into you and back into itself.  It is almost as if Christ is breathing in and out and you feel that presence -- flowing in you and out and in and out. There are experiences of instantaneous healings where a situation is met before you were aware it even existed. There are experiences where you can take part in knowing the truth about a situation on the other side of the earth and you feel the free flowing of Spirit and watch as the situation dissolves on the other side of the earth.  It just dissolves.  And so living the Infinite Way means just that.  You are going to gain experience with this until you live as an infinite Being. You will experience your infinite body and trust me you have one. You will experience Omniscience. You will know something that is taking place perhaps in another country before it happens, before it is broadcasted. You will experience an unconditional Love that just flows through you.  And sometimes it will flow through you towards the world’s worst enemy. And it kind of startles you, “Wow, where did this come from?” But you correct yourself, of course, of course, God sees only God because God is all there is.  And so this that I just felt is God loving God.  And really it is just God loving without an object.
There are experiences and joys and sacred things that you will have happen to you that you really cannot share with anyone unless it is your teacher or someone further along on the path.  But if you are uncertain it’s better to just keep silent.  Keep silent, it’s ok.
All of this, what you are, what we are leading up to here is that this is a spiritual initiation in which you come out of the grave of a personal sense of self and into that Great White Brotherhood known as Christ Consciousness. And if you know what I am talking about, if you understand this talk, you are involved in that initiation now.
And there is one more thing that must be mentioned.  During this initiation, you may face a life situation that looks, really looks life threatening; that looks very, very scary to that personal sense of self and if you do not practice this principle. If you turn back like Lot’s wife, to that good old city, that good old consciousness, that city called personal sense of self, then of course you will fall by the wayside.  She was turned into a pillar of salt remember?  Let go, do not fear, all that you are required to do is to rest back, to lay down that personal sense of self and don’t pick it up again. Remind yourself. Oh yes, we all have little slips. That’s not what I am talking about. I am talking about do not go back that old city as a way of life because if you do, you may miss your opportunity this time - at this time. And you may not get it again for quite awhile. No, do not go back to that old city. And you know who it is that I am talking to. Lay down that life. You have that much love for God and for God’s creation.
If you are faced with one of those dark nights of the soul, cling to Christ within you.  Cling to the truth that no matter what this appearance is I am going to stand on the fact that Christ is my real identity.  And now I am going to be still no matter what the noise is out there -- Christ live yourself, Christ reveal yourself. And stand on that or rather rest on that.
Each of us comes to that place where we are at the edge of a cliff and we are told to step off.  And it looks like certain death.  Doesn’t it look like certain death? Remember the hole in the donut?  But, Christ says, “Step off.”  And if we follow that voice and we step off into the middle of the air, rather than plummeting to our death, we discover underneath are the everlasting arms.  We are uplifted and buoyed, carried in the arms of Christ.
So accept this as your path, “Greater love hath no man than this that a man would lay down his life for his friends.”  Accept that you are having an initiation.  Remember that it requires effort to pray without ceasing; to know the truth almost constantly and let go, follow Me.
Let’s do that.
And let’s close this by remembering some of the promises -- the things that come to the one who takes this step. “Son thou art ever with Me and all that I have is thine.”

You see, when you live as Christ and when Christ lives as you, you shall never again be without.  Every need that you have will be fulfilled instantly.  And as you learn to step out of time it won’t take a few days to manifest. It will be instantly. “You are joint heir with Christ to all the heavenly riches.” Wow, Infinity is yours. Every beautiful, joyous, and wondrous thing that God has created, that God has, is yours, as Christ. “God is love.” And so, be ready to accept an Infinite sea of Love. Be ready to feel that love at anytime anywhere. Be ready to know that you can never be alone again; that you are cradled in the heart of God -- His precious one and that God is in your heart; your precious one. In fact you two are one.
How about eternal life?  “Ye shall never perish, but have everlasting life.” It means that you will have the conscious awareness of your Christ Identity and rather than having an accident or an illness push you out, you will not leave until your work for God is done. You will leave only when your work is done; and only with your permission. Then you will step out of this world consciously aware and awake. And you will drop that clothing known as a body and you will form for yourself a new one and go to that far country consciously awake. If you should decide to return here to help your friends, you will return here consciously. You will form yourself consciously as the Christ and from the moment your eyes open you will be that Christ.  There will be no personal sense of self at five; you will be Christ at five. You will be Christ at ten teaching in the temple. You will be Christ throughout your adulthood. You will never again forget your identity. You will have found your Everlasting Life.
So there is much, much, much beyond your wildest dreams in store for you who agree to this initiation. All that it takes is a love; a burning love for the Father, for God, and Christ Consciousness; a burning love for God’s creation. If you have that kind of love then, “Greater love hath no one then you that you would lay down your life for your friends.”

I have so much love for all of you and I wish all of you to make this transition. Let us meet in the fellowship of the Spirit where there are no boundaries, where it is limitless and where the infinite love of the Father surrounds us all for eternity.  Amen
